November 14%, 2024

To the DoS council and planning department,

The Sunshine Coast Farmers' Institute (SCFI) has reviewed the Public hearing package for the Zoning
Amendment Bylaw 580-9, 2023 and would like to share our recommendations.

The SCFl is here to support farmers in their farming activities. The Grays have stated their intention to
continue their focus on agriculture, with their farm currently producing eggs, berries, garlic, and
potentially future value added items. We certainly understand the challenges of earning sufficient
income through pure farming, and support means to supplement that income through agritourism
activities, in line with the ALR. Such activities often allow agricultural activities to continue.

We believe that the current DoS AG1 zoning bylaw requirement of having the agritourism
accommodation in the primary dwelling is far too restrictive. However, we also firmly believe that the
priority of ALR land needs to be agricultural use, and there are concerns in this regard.

We have concerns about the District of Sechelt stating that the development proposal met the ALR
regulations requirements and would, in this instance, like to see the proposal be reviewed by the ALC.

Recommendations:

- We recommend that this development proposal be taken to the ALC for review to determine whether
the plan for land use is in line with the ALR rules. This would be an insurance that ALR regulations are
indeed met.

- If the ALC approval is given, we would support the bylaw amendment request with a revision to allow
only up to 5 accommodation units. This recommendation is in light of knowing that the ALR regulations
were written for the average BC farm which is 355 acres and the Sunshine coast has much smaller
acreage in average.

We strongly believe that the DoS bylaw for agro-tourism accommodations needs to be reviewed and are
hoping that the DoS would be willing to open discussions on that matter to avoid the one-by-one
development requests.

Sincerely,
Sunshine Coast Farmers' Institute Board of Directors



